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My Internship with a Local Enforcement 	Department
[bookmark: _GoBack]Throughout my one month experience with the Los Angeles enforcement department, I got valuable skills, values and learnt a lot about what happens in such a department. I was much involved in situations that I could relate to something that I recently or earlier gone through in my law class. I felt so happy having been in a position to link what is happening in the real world and what I learnt in my law class. Due to this kind of experience that I got, I would recommend any student who is taking law classes to try out an internship with any of the local law enforcement department. I am currently waiting for confirmation with the Los Angeles local enforcement agency so that I can be given a chance to serve the public and bring to practice what I have learnt in theory from the classes that I have been having. I will be so much glad and will appreciate much if I will be given such a chance to serve my people.
Some of the experiences that I came across were assaults, domestic disputes, keeping of records and traffic tickets. I found out that the rate of domestic disputes had not decreased significantly because we used to receive such cases more often than the rest. I wondered why the rate of domestic violence had not decreased and I engaged some officers who I was working under their watch. They were not amazed by the question that I asked and instead they just looked at me as though they had not heard clearly what I had asked them. After some seconds had elapsed, they turned to each other and then one of the officers took the lead of the conversation. They highlighted to me some of the factors that could have led to domestic violence. One of the causes of the domestic violence I learnt was about lack of respect between couples; when there is lack of respect couples can engage each other in bitter words which finally leads to fighting. Lack of trust is another issue that can bring in domestic violence among the married people. The conversation went on, and at the end, I found out that if the couples are sensitized about causes and dangers of domestic violence, they can refrain from engaging themselves into domestic violence. We were called to restore peace and order in several families that were either involving husbands and wives or brothers and sisters, and every single call presented almost similar thing. I did not like the calls simply because they used to consume much of our time, and I think this ought to be left out for the social workers or the community policing. It took much of our time since we had to go to the calls and write down the report. 
There were several instances that I got dispatched to some officers who were assigned to inspect vehicles on the highway. The experience was thrilling just from the way they conducted their usual business; inspecting vehicles. The drivers driving in a high way were expected to observe traffic rules and those who went against the traffic rules were fine. When pulling over the vehicles that broke the traffic rules I learned a lot from the traffic officers who dealt with the drivers. I later on during that day learnt to translate every letter of the alphabet to tell the dispatcher the license plate. There were also tickets that I was required to know how they are a field and most importantly was how I could apply my discretion to know whether I should give the offender a ticket or not. This required me to know the traffic rules so that I could be able to apply them when and where required. I also realized that most of the officers at Los Angeles had an average of around a ticket every night.
The following day I was slotted among the police officers who were supposed to do patrol within the Metropolitan area. These were police officers from the patrol division who work hand-in-hand with the community policing. The division is divided into five shifts that are allocated different times within a day, that is, within 24 hours. They are supposed to provide the LA (Los Angeles) town with a 24-hour town wide coverage. This is geared towards making the police officers accountable for whatever crime takes place on the streets of the city, be it murder, and burglary with theft among other crimes. This was supposed to train me on how to manage my time well because I had to serve the community well. The officers provide the community with a wide variety of services. They continue to expand on the traditional roles of the police force and the policing community to meet the ever-evolving and growing needs of the citizens of the town. Patrol officers are the ones that get in touch with the citizens in case of any crime is committed. They engage each other one-on-one, they are the first group in the police force to respond to any citizen's call.
 I later realized that the patrol officer's initial response has a far-reaching impact since it is the core determinant of the success of the whole mission. However, I came across some citizens who never recognized the efforts by the patrol officers. Consequently, most of the citizens were pleased with the efforts of the patrol officers in ensuring the citizen's safety, many of whom narrated their experience with the patrol officers. I was so excited that on hearing how many of the citizens had a positive say about their experience with the patrol officers. This showed that the police patrol officers were committed to delivering quality services to all the people in the town since the percentage of those who were against the patrol officers was insignificant. Since all the incidences take place outside the police stations, I concluded that the success of the police team is based on the dedication of the patrol officer's contribution.
The shifts are coordinated in such a way that there is no any given time when the patrol officers are not in service to the citizens. The policing officers are also supposed to follow and adhere to the community policing rules. The patrol officers were always proactive in providing service to the community. This was brought to reality by having frequent contacts with the businesses around town and making frequent patrols by vehicles or bicycles. The success of the department was also enabled by working closely with other departments situated across the town to address neighborhood or individuals issues. Our officers addressed complaints from individuals and group by using selective law enforcement methods.
In conclusion, my internship with the law enforcement agency in Los Angeles town was one of a kind, it was educative, and I got a lot of experience. I had the chance to relate what I had learned from my previous law class to what was happening in reality. I got the chance to accompany traffic officers where I was shown how the actual business is carried out. I was able to know how I could apply my discretion to know whether I should give the offender a ticket or not. This required me to know the traffic rules so that I could be able to apply them when and where required. I also learned about domestic violence, we were called to restore peace and order in several families that were either involving husbands and wives or brothers and sisters, and every single call presented almost similar thing. I did not like the calls simply because they used to consume much of our time; I think this ought to be left out for the social workers or the community policing. It took much of our time since we had to go to the calls and write down the report.
